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Headteacher's Welcome 

 

Dear Parents, 

The final newsletter for 2025!  This month of Advent has certainly had something special in 

store for us each day. We have enjoyed beautiful Carol Concerts at St Nicholas’ Church for 

Years 2, 4 and 6, as well as wonderful Christmas performances from Reception, Year 1, Year 3 

and Year 5. Each production reflected the unique character of the class and shared the story 

of the Baby Jesus in its own meaningful way. 

A heartfelt thank you to Mr Puttnam, one of our parents, who has been our very own 

lighting technician throughout the performances, your support has made such a difference. 

Thank you also to all parents and grandparents for your generosity: your overwhelmingly 

positive feedback about the concerts and plays has been truly appreciated, and the gifts you 

have shared, while never expected, are a lovely acknowledgement of our staff. Our team 

works incredibly hard and always goes above and beyond for our children and school, and 

your kindness means a great deal. 

We have also loved seeing the children enjoy Christmas Jumper Day, Christmas Lunch and 

their class parties, such joyful moments to end a very busy term. 

Wishing you all a peaceful and happy Christmas season. 



Congratulations! 

 

1 - We have also received news that Mrs Lucy Jacobs has had a baby boy!  Congratulations to the Jacobs family, both Mum 
and baby are doing well, we hope to have a visit for cuddles very soon. 

 

2 - Mrs Stephanie Welsford, our Chair of Governors has had a baby girl!  Both Mum and baby are doing well. 



Attendance 

 

Why Attendance and Punctuality Matter 

The start of our school day, from 8:45–8:50am, is a crucial part of our morning routine. 

During this time, children take part in Basic Skills activities which review previous learning 

such as phonics, handwriting, times tables and specific gaps identified through class 

assessments. This daily practice helps to strengthen key knowledge and ensures children are 

well prepared for the day ahead. 

Recently, we have noticed a number of children arriving late in the mornings. This means 

they are missing these vital learning opportunities, which can have a significant impact on 

their progress and confidence. 

At Overstone Primary School, we place great importance on regular attendance and 

punctuality. Good attendance is not just about academic progress; it is also essential for 

helping children feel settled, secure and fully included in school life. Being in school every 

day, on time, gives your child the best possible chance to succeed, build strong friendships, 

and develop positive routines that will benefit them throughout their education and beyond. 

Thank you for your continued support in ensuring your child arrives promptly each morning. 

Attendance is also a vital part of our safeguarding responsibilities. When a child is absent 

from school, especially without explanation, we have a duty to follow this up quickly and 

thoroughly. Monitoring patterns of absence or lateness helps us ensure that children are 

safe, supported, and not experiencing any underlying difficulties. 



As part of our ongoing commitment of keeping every child safe and thriving, we will be 

closely monitoring attendance and punctuality this year. This includes the introduction of 

home visits in situations where no contact can be made, where a wellbeing check is needed, 

or where a safeguarding concern arises. 

These visits should not be seen as a threat, but rather as a supportive measure to ensure 

that children and families are safe and that we can offer help where it may be needed. 

Thank you for working with us to support your child’s wellbeing and education. 

Safer Parking 

Thank you to the many parents who park responsibly and walk, cycle, or scoot to school. 

Your efforts help keep our children safe and show great consideration for our local 

community. 

As our school has grown over the past two years, traffic and congestion at drop-off and pick-

up times have increased. To support families and ease pressure, we have introduced several 

measures: 

• Early start: Gates open at 8:30am, with children going straight to classrooms from 

8:35am. 

• Clubs and breakfast care: Breakfast Club from 7:45am, and morning and after-school 

enrichment clubs. 

• Staggered collection: Reception–Year 2 at 3:15pm, Years 3–6 at 3:20pm. 

• After-school care: Runs until 6:00pm. 

We now need all parents to help keep everyone safe by walking, cycling, or scooting where 

possible, ensuring helmets are worn, and considering car-sharing, parking at Church Lane or 

creating a walking bus from nearby points such as the Aldi car park. 

Despite these efforts, a small minority of parents continue to park unsafely, blocking 

driveways, mounting pavements, or stopping on yellow zig-zags. This creates real risks for 

children, damages relationships with local residents, and will not be tolerated. Our local 

PCSO will carry out regular patrols, and enforcement action may be taken where necessary. 

We are also working with West Northants Council to widen the footpath outside school to 

improve safety. 

Please remember to: 

• Never park on yellow zig-zags or block driveways. 

• Leave promptly once you have dropped off or collected your child. 

• Support walking, cycling, and community-led solutions such as walking buses. 



Thank you to the parents who already drive and park responsibly, you set the right example. 

Together, we can ensure all children travel safely to and from school. 

School Choir 

 

 



 

Celebrating Our School Choir      

Our school choir has been incredibly busy already this year, and we are so proud of 

everything they have achieved. They have truly been wonderful ambassadors for our school, 

serenading prospective parents and setting a lovely first impression as families began their 

tour of our school. 

Beyond this, the choir has brought joy to the wider community through performances at the 

local care home, our village pub, the village green, and the Castle Theatre. These 

opportunities have given our children memorable experiences while strengthening our links 

with the local community. 

The commitment shown by our choir members has been exceptional. They give up time 

each week to practise, and many performances have taken place in the evenings or at 

weekends. Their enthusiasm, teamwork, and dedication are a real credit to them all. 

The choir now has an exciting event to look forward to, as they prepare to take part in Young 

Voices on 14th January, a fantastic opportunity and a real highlight of the year. 

We would also like to extend our heartfelt thanks to Mrs Bellamy for her outstanding 

dedication to the choir. She generously gives up her precious time to rehearse with the 

children and to organise and support these events, providing them with such rich and 

inspiring musical experiences. We are extremely grateful for all that she does. 

Well done to everyone involved—we look forward to hearing much more from our choir as 

the year continues!             



School Term and Key Dates 

 

3 - Overstone Primary School - Term Dates Overstone Primary School - School Calendar 

Opportunities for Parents to Visit During the School Day 

In response to parent feedback this term, we are pleased to share that we are exploring 

additional opportunities for parents to come into school during the learning day. One of the 

ways we plan to do this is by inviting parents to attend assemblies more frequently. 

As a first step, we will be inviting parents into classes during the week commencing 12th 

January. (See below for further details, including timings and arrangements). 

We recognise that not all parents are able to attend events during the school day due to 

work commitments. Where possible, we will aim to provide as much notice as we can to 

support parents in planning and enable as many families as possible to attend. 

Thank you for your continued feedback and support as we work to strengthen our 

partnership with families. 

Week Commencing 12th January – Expression of Interest 

As part of this initial step, parents will be invited to join their child in the classroom during 

the learning day in the week commencing 12th January.   Reception, Years 1 and 2 are 

invited to attend a reading session on Thursday 15th January at 2:30pm. Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 

are invited to attend a reading session on Friday 16th January at 2:30pm.  As this is the first 

event of its kind at our school, where parents will act as partners in their child’s learning 

within the classroom, we would like to gauge interest in order to plan effectively. Parents 

who wish to attend will be asked to complete a Microsoft Form to register an expression of 

interest. Spaces in the classroom will be limited and therefore we are unable to 

accommodate push chairs or younger siblings at this event. 

https://www.overstoneprimaryschool.org.uk/news-dates/term-dates
https://www.overstoneprimaryschool.org.uk/news-dates/term-dates
https://www.overstoneprimaryschool.org.uk/news-dates/calendar#year=2025&month=12&day=15&view=month


Please register your interest using the link below:   

Exciting News: Our School Joins the PINs Programme for 

Neurodiversity 

We are thrilled to share that this year, our school will be taking part in the PINs Programme, 

a national initiative focused on supporting neurodiversity in schools. The programme aims to 

increase understanding, awareness, and inclusion of all neurodiverse learners, helping every 

child to thrive. 

It brings together health and education specialists, expert parent carers, and schools to 

create supportive learning environments. The programme focuses on strengthening 

relationships between schools and parent carers, improving environments to better meet 

the needs of neurodiverse children, and fostering whole school SEND provision. The PINS 

programme is designed to be needs-led, including children without a formal diagnosis, and 

aims to improve positive outcomes for neurodivergent children, helping them achieve and 

thrive. 

The programme will be led by Miss Lockey, SENDCo who will work with pupils, staff and 

parents to embed strategies that celebrate differences, foster understanding, and create an 

even more inclusive learning environment.  Thank you to parents who completed the 

feedback forms as part of this initiative.  

We look forward to sharing updates with you throughout the year as we progress through 

the programme and explore exciting activities and learning opportunities linked to 

neurodiversity. 

Reminders 

 

Breakfast Club Reminder 

A reminder that our Breakfast Club starts at 7:45am each day. To ensure your child has a 

place, please book by 3:00pm the day before via ParentPay. 

For safeguarding and registration purposes, children must be handed over to a member of 

staff when arriving, for the children to be registered. 



If you have not pre-booked, and spaces are available, the charge will be £6.00. Please note 

that we maintain an adult-to-child ratio, so if the club is full, your child may unfortunately 

be unable to attend. Some days we are fully booked, so early booking is strongly 

recommended. 

Thank you for your support in keeping Breakfast Club safe and enjoyable for all. 

West Northamptonshire Council Consultation: Smart Devices in Schools 

West Northamptonshire Council has launched a public consultation on the use of smart 

devices, including smartphones, in school and college settings. Some schools within our 

Moulton Cluster have joined the movement to become Smartphone free!  As smart devices 

play an increasing role in children’s lives, the Council is seeking views on both the benefits 

and challenges they present, including their impact on learning, wellbeing and engagement. 

Parents’ and carers’ views are an important part of this process, and we encourage you to 

take part in the consultation to help shape future non-statutory guidance for schools.  

https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/education/smartphone-and-smart-device-

consultation/  The survey is confidential and can be accessed via the Council’s consultation 

webpage, where additional background information is also available. 

The consultation closes on Sunday 4th January 2026 at 11.59pm. 

Thank you for taking the time to share your views and support this important piece of work. 



Reading with Nellie🐾 

 

We are delighted to announce that we have adopted Nellie as part of the Overstone 

Therapy Dog programme. Nellie will be visiting our school on Thursday afternoons, where 

she will spend time listening to our children read. 



Reading to Nellie offers a calm, supportive, and enjoyable experience for the children. She 

particularly enjoys working with individual children or small groups, helping to build 

confidence, fluency, and a love of reading in a relaxed environment. 

As Nellie prefers these smaller sessions, not every child will have an opportunity to read to 

her straight away. Please be assured that we will carefully organise sessions and endeavour 

to give every child the chance to read to Nellie over the course of the year. 

We are very excited to welcome Nellie into our school community and look forward to the 

many positive experiences she will bring to our children’s reading journey. 
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